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WARRANT ARTICLE 2

Are you in favor of the adoption of the Wetlands and Watershed Protection Ordinance,
an amendment to the existing Zoning Ordinance, as proposed by the Planning Board?

The purpose of the ordinance is to: protect clean water for current and future Webster residents; maintain drinking
water quality; reduce stormwater and flood impacts; provide a habitat for plants and animals; and preserve the
quality of life for Webster citizens. Current existing uses and activities are largely grandfathered, as are legal
nonconforming uses, structures, and lots, with some conditions. These rules will be in addition to NHDES regulation.
This ordinance establishes two districts with buffers for each district. The buffer is a strip of vegetative land that
protects the wetlands and water bodies from destruction and pollutants by regulating the uses and activities allowed
in the buffer. The districts are depicted on the map attached to the ordinance.
The Level 1 District consists of the 25 most important wetlands, ponds, and rivers; other wetlands and surface

waters equal to or greater than two acres in size that have certain functions; and vernal pools. The Level 1 District
includes a buffer of 100 feet from the edge of the wetlands and surface waters.

The Level 2 District includes all wetlands and surface waters that are greater than a quarter acre in size and that are
not included in the Level 1 District, plus a buffer of 50 feet from the edge of the wetlands or surface waters.

For existing lots less than two acres in size, the applicable buffer is 50 feet from the edge of the wetlands or surface
waters.

The ordinance is administered by the Planning Board and includes procedures and requirements for applications,
conditional use permits, waivers, mitigation, and enforcement.

The proposed ordinance supports the goals of the Webster Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Master Plan.
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